
MINU'fES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE Cli'! COUNCIL OF 
THE .CITY OF TORRANCE 

~rrance, california 
April 15, 1942 

The Oi ty CoWlcil of the Oi tyot Torrance cOIlvened in a 
Regular -lleeting 1n ~he Council Chamber, City" Bal.l, 'l'orrsnce, 
Calitornia, on Wednesday, April 15, 1942 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor ~Gu1re called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called th~ roll, those present 'be1ng 
c:ounc1ll1len: Babcock, H1tchcock, powell. and McGuire. Absent: 
Councilmen: Ka11. 

:beryone present in the Council Chamber SSlu"ed the nag! 

Council.man Powell moved that. the II1nu\es ot, a Regular "et
ing held March 24, 1942, of an Jdjourned RegularlleeUng hela 
llarch 27, 1942, of an Adjourned Regular Me.ting held April 7, 
1"42, ad ot an Jdjouraed. Regular Meeting held .A.pr11 10, 1942 
be app:roved as reatl. aounc1lman Hitchcook seconded the mot10n, 
whioh was carried unanIJ1.Ousl.y. 

A communIcation was read trom the City" ot Los ingeles, ottlC. 
or the City Clerk, together with a resolution adopted by the CitY' 
Council. or the City or Los ~eles on March 51, 1942, rel.ative to 
the proposed consolidation or the governments ot the countY" of 
Los J:Dgeles aJ1d the separate municipal1 ties const1tut1l1g ~e 
urban population ot Los Angeles County into one go verumen tal body, 
to be known as Greater Losjngeles. Thirty-tive cities Were listed 
as constit.uting the area proposed to be consolidated. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that tha eommunieaiic)ll be 1'iled 
for future reference. COuncilJaan Babcock seconded the mottoD, 
which was carried unan1mously • 

.l. communication was :rea4 :tram the Oi ty at Beverl.y Hills in 
connection with "th.e resolution adopted by the CitY' Council of the 
CitY" ot Los Angeles having reterence to proposed consolidation of 
various C1 ties in Los Angeles County wi th unincorpora'ted terrUory, 
\0 'be governed by a Board of SUperv1sors, and advising that a re.
olution was adopted by the City COuncil of the City 01' :saver11 
Hills at a Ragul.ar )(eating held April 7, 1942 to the ettect that 
the. Council is of'the opinion that no economy would De etfected 
by the sugge.ted oonso11dation and that such oonsolidation would 
not be in the interest of good managament. 

A. communication was read t'rom Shell 011 Company, enclosing 
cheek in the amount Gt tl,050.00 as payment tor the installation 
ot approximately 17,320 feet of' 10 inch pipe line in the city 
streets in accordance with previsions of Section lOot Franchise 
Ordinance 50. ~28. Matter ot record. 

A oommun1oation was read trom James Lens, IIilaster Sh1pwr1ght, 
advising that the statement 01' e1 ty Engineer .1ain to the effect 
that Mr. Lewis has refused to make necessary repairs to the build
ing in W.lteria 01flled bY' him and used by" the CitY" of ~orrance on a 
rental baaia, tor library purpose., 1s ine.orreot. Mr. Lew1s ad
vised et hi. willimglle •• to make all repair. neo •• aary and ot:tere4 
to build a library building Oil the adjoining property it the City 
would cons1der a lease in accordance with the investment required. 



Mr • .Tain advised that his infor_tion regarding Mr. Lewis' 
refusal to make repairs to the building was second-hand information. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the coDDllUllication trom 
.James Lewis pertaining to the Wal teria library building be referred 
to the Library Board tor ,action and report at the next meeting. 
Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried unani
mously. 

~ oommunioation was read trom the Gardena Valley Japanese 
.American Citizens League, expressillg appreciation of Japanese, 
American people, citizen and alio, 'tor ple.sant associations 
during past years. A copy of the Japanese-American creed was 
enclosed. 

Couno1lman Babcock moved that the commun1cation be filed. 
Councilman R1 tchcock seconded the motion, which was carried. UJl
an1DlOwsly. 

A oomaunioatiol'l was read from lee A. LaDdenille,- request
ing removal of pepper tr.e frem 21.03 C&brillo Avenue. 

C:OUl'l.ollman Babeock JIlOved that the coDlDlunica1ilon be reterred 
ta the street Department for aotion. Councilman Hitchcock secondel 
the lIotion, niell was carr1ed unanimously. 

J. oemmunicatiOJl ... read from B. I. Sheets, and B. R. 'thompson, 
requestlBg permission to park a house trailer on Ohanslolr-canrield 
Midway Oil Company land for the duration of the War, said laD4 
h~Y1ng been evacuated by the Japanese. 

BaglJleer Jaln advised that Mr. Sh~ets and Mr. Thompson 4esire 
to park a house trailer on the property for occupancy by them, 
their inteJltioll. being to save the strawberry crop on the propeny, 
although, he added, to do so would be in violation of the trailer 
ordinance of the Oity of ~orrance. 

Col1l1cll.man Babcock moved that the .cOmDlUllication be referred. 
to the Planningcamm1saion for report at the next regular meeting. 
OoUBcilman Hi tohoock seeonded the motion. 

Engineer Jain p01n'hd out that if the trailer is par·ked, it 
will be in violation of the trailer ordinanoe and not the zoning 
ordinance, at which time Councilman Hitchcook moved that the matter 
be referred. to the entire O1ty aouncil and the City Engineer for 
inves"tigation, a de1'inite time as soon as possible to be set 1'or 
inspection by the City Counc11 and the City Engineer ot the loca
tion mentioned by!lr. Sheets cd Mr. 'lhompson. Councilman Powell 
seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A commuaioation waa read from Mrs. Norma Anderson, request-
ing removal of acacia trees. Councilman Powell advised that \he 
trees are on Marioopa Plaoe and are in deplorable condition, Council
man Hitchcock agreeing with him. 

Councilman. Hi tob. •• ck moved ' that the street Department be 
authorized to remove the acacia tree which is causing most of the 
damage complained of by Mrs. ~orma Anderson. Counoilman Powell 
seconded the motion, whloh was carried unanimously • 

. & pet11;10n bearing forty Signatures of residents 0f Pueblo 
distriot was read, requesting that a baseball field be conatructed 
at Pueblo. 

CoUlloilman Baboock moved that the petition be referred to the 
B.ocreatlon C:omm1 ttee for report at the next regular .. eet1ng. 

e COunoilman Hitohoock seoonded the motion, which was carried unani
mously • 

.Ii cOIml:l.Ul1lcai1on WIU read from the Clifford F. Reid, Inc., 
calling attention to the fact that said comp811Y', together wi th the 
Huntington-Redondo COmpany, has been paling cost of watering the 
shrubbery in the park-ways at Hollywood Riviera, and requesting 
the City Council to bear the cost of watering the shrubbery on 
two main streets in the viCinity. 
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Councilman Hi tchcoek DlOVed that the communication be .re
rerred to the City Engineer tor 1nvestigation and report. Council
man Babcock seconded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Kail arrived at 8:04 P.M. 

A eOIllD1UIlication was read trom the City of santa Ana, en
clOSing certified eopy of Resolution No. 3117 of the City of sota 
Ana, adopted by ~he City crouneil ot said City at a Special Meet
ing .held April 13,1942, in which it was resolved by the ~ounc1l 
that the Board ot Directors of the Metropolitan water District 
ot SOuthern California be requested to take no aotion whereby it 
would agree to turnish an emergenoy water supply to any City, 4is
triqt or other mW11cipality, unless and until such t1me as .such 

'pet1tioning city shall become a member ot the .etropolitan I.ter 
District ot Southern california and assume its just shar .. of the 
cost ot erection, maintenance ~d other expenses incidental there-
to, to date. . 

Counc1lm.an Hitchcock mowed that the matter be retened to 
Mr. Charles ~. Rippy, Representative of the ~ity of Torrance on 
the Metropolitan water DistriO,.t Board, with the request that Mr. 
Rippy make a report to the City Council pe~aining to the quest10n 
ot furnishing an emergency water supply to ·cities not members ot 
the M.t~opQlitan water »iatrict ot SOuthern California. Council
man Powell secoDded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Glenn M. Jain, City Engineer, 
pe:rta1n1ng to in.stallation by the AluminWll Corporatioll of America 
ot a 24- sewer l1ne on weslern Lvenue and 203rd street to connect 
w1th the Los Angeles County Sanitation District 15 trunk l1ne. He 
advised that Mr. Stimsoll, Construction bgineer for the 4lum1nUla 
Corporat10n, has submitted to the atty Engineer's oftice plan and 
profile covering this work. It was further stated that the 
,&1l1111:1num company has oftered to deed this se-.r li.e, when eOBstruct
ed, to the City of TOrrance in lieu ot paying tor private right ot _y. Mr. Jain recommended that the City Council go on record as 
approving tb. construction of this line, as per plan and protile 
submitted to the City Engineer and appr$ved by the County sani
tation District, with the addition that servioe chimneys be con
s~ruc"ed a.t intervals ot tifty teet along all that p,ort10D of the 
11ne with1n the City ot ~orrance, to service adjacent properties, 
and that the manllole..s be place.d at dist~ees not to exceed 350 
teet. Mr. J aiD, further recommended that . the C1 ty ot Torrance 
furnish necessary field inspect10n. . 

ColUlcilman H1 tchoock moved that the recommem.,u.ons of Engineer 
Ja1n be acoepted and complied. .. i th in ucordance with Engineer 
Jain's communication. Councilman BabcOck 8econded the motion, 
which was carried by the followiDS. roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcock, H1tchcock, KUl, Powell and McGuire. NOES:: 
COUNCI LMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNC II..MEN : Hone. 

. . 
A communic_tion was read trom the Automobile Club of Southern 

California, suggesUng a five-point program of automobile and tire 
conservatioD, which, if generally followed, will assure a maxi
mum of use ot en.t1ng automotive equipment. A torm of reso,lU
tion recommending the five pOints inoluded in the plan _s sub
mitted for consideration and possible adoption. It was advised 
ruTther that windshield stickers will be furnished by the A~t.
mobile Club tree of charge tor distribution to the motoring , •• 11e, 
and requested to be notlf1ed it the stickers are desired. 

A short discuss10n ensued pertaining to speed l1mits, Chiet 
stroP'.advisillg that decrease tromthe t1fty-tive mile per hour 
11m1 t is contemplated. He suggested that the Besolution, if adopted, 
would possibly have the effect of making motorists more eOllscious 
ot the automotive equipment restrictions and ot assuring voluntary 
cooperation wi.th President Roosevelt's request that motorists 
observe a lII8.%imwn speed 11mi t ot 40 miles per hour. 



Clerk Bartlett presented and re.ad in full: 

RESOLUTION ~O. 1527 

RESOLUTION OF 'fHE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY O~ TORRANCE URGING CON
SERVATION OF AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT. 

Councilman Powell moved that Resolution No. 1527 be adopted. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was earried by the 
tollowing roll call vote: AYES:: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchc0ok. 
Kail, Powell and McGuire. NOES:: COUNCILMEN:. Hone. .ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None • 

. ( ... co.mmuJlieation was read trom C. Z. Ward, Manager, Torranoe 
Municipal Bus Limea, r.qu.st~ng permiss10n to plaoe benches at 
the BeaCOD Drug Stor., Cabrillo Avenue at El Prado aorosa tram 
the, Pacitio ,nectr1e Railway Company Depot, East aide ,ot .Madr14 
Avenue South of Torrance Boulevard, and on 'he South side ot Carsen 
street East of Oabr1110 Avenue. It waa requested that oertain 
curbs, fitty-one 1n number, be painted read for a space ot titty 
teet for bus stop zo~es. . .- . 

Councilman Hitchcook moved that theoommunioation be reterred 
to the City Engineer and Pol! ce Department for illvestigation and 
report of approXimate coat at the next meeting. Councilman Katl 
seoonded the motion, which .. a carried ~an1mously. 

. A oommunication addressed to W. ~stanger, Manager, Torrance 
Municipal 1{ater District No.1, and appr.oved by Mr. stanger, 1I8S 
r.ad from Edith B. SIJl1'th, requesting permission to begin her vaoa
tion May 25, 1942 ud return to work June 3, 1942, the balance ot 
her vaoation period to be taken at a later da'ie. . 

COunc1lman Babcook moved that the request of Edi th B. sm1 th 
an ~loyee of Torranoe Municipal water District No.1, to be 
allowed ~o begin her Yacat10n May 25, 1942 and return to work June 
5, 1942, balance of her •• oation period to be taken at a later 
date, be granted. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

, , 

A oommunication was read trom W.H. stanger, Manager, Torrance 
Mun1cipal water District No.1, advising of the necessity o~ 
employing two addi tion&l. guards for the duration of the war or 
until such time as it Will be reasonab~y safe to discontinue 
guarding t.he Water DepartmeDt premises, one guard to replace a 
regttlar water ~rtmellt employee in order that he can be returned 
to his regular dutie.s, and the other to be used for relief work 
to keep the working hours .. i thil1 forty hours per week. Also., Mr. 
stanger advised that the Water Department should have a reliet 
girl for cashier to work saturdays, vacation periods, and to 
relieve in case of siokness. 

Counoil.men Powell moved that the matter be reterred to the 
entire City Counoil, and that Mr. stanger be requested to remain 
and meet with the Council immediately after adjournment ot this 
meeting tor diseussion of the matter. Councilman Hi'ichcock second
ed the motion, whieb was carried unanimously. 

A COIlllllllDication was read from W. H. stllDger, Manager, Torrance 
MunIoipal Water District No.1, requesting t~e City. Council to 
reseind or withdraw the Resolution adoptee! Jfarcth 10, 1942 authori70-
ing the MuniCipal bter District No. 1 to puchase ten one thou
sand dollar Series G. Darense Bonds, inasmuch, Mr. stanger. stated, 
as he had ascertained that the lIater District cannot invest money 
in speculative Don48. 

Mr. stang •. r ~quested that an emergency fund be set up wi thin 
the Water District for use only in case of emergency and to pro
tect the Water District against a tund shortage. 

Councilman Babcock moved that Resolution No. 1519, adopted at 
a Regular Meeting ot the City Council ot the City ot Torrence held 

DUI 



MarCh 10, 1942, be rescinded. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the 
motion, which was carried by the tollowing roll call vote: AlES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, H1tchc;ock, Ka11; Powell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMIm: None.. .ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Babcock moved that Mr. stanger's request that an 
emergency tunG be established within the water District tor use 
only in ease or emergency be discussed at the same time employ
-mant otguards and a cashier is considered, i.e., immediately . 
UPOJl adjoununent ot this meeting, ror report at the next regular 
meetill8.00unoilman Hi'tchcock seconded tbe motion, which .. a . 
carried UJlan1~usly. . 

A communication was read trom Logan R. Cotton, City Auditor, 
racommeD4ing tranafer trom ~he Motor Vehicle Act FUnd to the 
General Yund or the ct ty ot $1.4,153.39 and tranat'er trom the 
Ilotor Vehicle LiceJise FUlld to the General .F\1D.4 or theCi ty ot 
$B5,020.62, subject to approval or the City Attorney. A.ttorney 
McCall approved the abovementioned trana:ters verbally at this 
t~. . 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the recommendation ot 
Logan R. Cotton, City Auditor, that 114,1-33.39 be trusrerred 
tram the MOtor Vehiele Aot lUnd to the General lUnd ot the City 
and that t2f),020.&2 be transterrred rroa the Motor Vehiole 
Lieense lI'und to the General Fund ot the Citt, upon approval ot 
the City Attomey, be complied with. CoUll:oilman Powell aeoonded 
the motion, which was carried by the tollowing roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCII.Mlm:: Babco ok, Hi tcl!lioo ok, Kail, Powell and McGuire. 
NOES: COtlltOIIMD: Hone. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman H1 tcl!licock moved that the contract tor rQ.oval ot 
trackage and overhead ~acilities on Caorillo Avenue between 
Torrance Boulevard and Plaza del Amo be awarded to Oiltielde 
Trucking Company in aocordanoe with the bid opened at the meet
ing of .Apr11 7, 1942, and th.at all Gther. bid s be rejected and 
checks returned to uneucces8tul bidders. Councilman Baboook 
seconded the motion, whioh was oarried by the tollowing roll call 
vote: A.lES: COUNCII.MD: Babcock, Hitchcock, Kail, Powell ana 
McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMJm: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that all bids opened at a Regulu 
Meeting held February 10, 1942 for repairs and remodeling Fire 
Department Building at 1523 Cravens Avenue be rejeoted and cheoks 
returned to bidders. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which 
was carried by the ~ollow1ng roll call vote: AYB8: COUNCILMD: 
Babcook, H1tohcock, Kail, Powell and McGuire. !lOBS: OOUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCIIJ4EN: None. 

Counc1lman Hitchcock ~ed that an appro)rlatlon of not to 
exceed $350.00 be made for galvanla.~ pipe tor sprinkler system 
on Plue del Jmo. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried by the tollowing roll eall vote: AYES~ COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Hitchcook, Kail, Powell and McGuire. NOES: OOUNOILMEN: 
Jirone. JBSENT: OOUNCI:p.mN:· None. 

. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

W1111am F. Barta, Attorney, representing the Coast Brick 
Company of Torrance, addressed the Council in the matter ot a case 
commenced in the SUperior COurt ot Los Angeles seeking to restrain 

. the City ot Torranoe tram enforcing eertain provisions ot Ordinance 
316 against the Coast :Brick Company. Mr. Barta stated that in the 
original hearing of the Coast Bri ck Company betore the Plann1na 
Commission, it was felt that the case had not been sufficiently 
presented, and that his cllents ha4 failed to avail themselves 
ot the prOVision in the ordinance which enabled them to take their 
appeal to the C1J;y Council within ten days atter the decision ot 
the Planning Commission. 



Mr. Barta stated that he had sought a temporary injunction re
straining the C1tyot Torrance t'rom en1'orcing provisions 01' the 
ordinance as above mentioned, at which time Oity Attorney MoCall 
had 1'iled a demurrer and the osse had been continued to the 21st 
day- 01' April, 1942. 

He requested that his c11ents be granted a hearing be1'ore the 
City Counoil to appeal 1'rom the decision 01' the Planning 00mmiss10n, 
stating that, although the ordinance contains that provision which 
limits tbe appeal to ten days 01' the 1'indings 01' the Planning 
Commission, he 1'elt sure that this is a bene1'it or advantage which 
might be waived by the City. He said it is the desire 01' his 
c~ients to exhaust the remedy betore proceeding turther with the 
court action and added that he 1'elt 1:f' his clients are granted a 
re-hear1ng and allowed to present their eVidence, they might be 
granted a variance 1'rom Ordinance Bo. 316. 11' denied the variance, 
he sa1d, the only resort then· would be to continue the court action. 
He requested that i1' his clients are granted the privilege 01' a 
hear1Jlg betore tho "City Council that some time certain be 1'ixed 
in order thatev1dence can be submitted to the OitY Oouncil tor 
its determination. 

Be added that denial 01' a variance will impose upon his olients 
a considerable eap1tal loa •• 

Mr. Barta made reterenee to his original oommunioation in 
which a hearing be1'or. the City Council was re~uoBted, stating 
tha t he had rece! ved no dafini te answer to ..same. Coune ilman 
Hitchoock read that p~rtion 01' the minutes 01' Maroh 24, 1942 per
taining to the subject. Cleric Bartlett advised that,-be1'ore there 
had been time to answer the communication and advise that the 
matter had been re:terred to the Planning Oommission' as- evidenced 
by the March 24, 1942 minutes, a summons had be.n served 1n con-
n.ction with the suit in Uhe SUperior Court. . 

Attorney MoCall advised he had 1'orgotten that the matter had 
been re:terrecl baok to the Planning COmmission, and had- stated to 
the Court that he 1'elt convinc.d that the aity Couno11 would not 
want to win the case on a technicality and he was t ·herefore will
ing that the motion 01'" the plainti:t:t :tor a continuance be granted 

: sa that the attorneys 1'or pla1n'Ut1' could appear be1'ore the 
Council and request that the sutute 01' Limitations be waived. 

Mayor UcGuire suggested that Mr. Barta be noti1'1ed within a 
tew days-at the d.oision 01' the City Council as to whether or not 
it desires to waive the Statute of Limitations and hear the appeal. 
Mr. Barta requested to be not11'1ed by April 21, 1942, date set 
1'01' hearing the oase, i1' possible. be 

When ask.d i1' his olients would/willing to 4illlliss the oase 
i1' granted a hearing b.tore the City Council, Irr. Barta adv1sed 
that 1:f' 1'avorable action results 1'ram the r .... hearing, his 011ents 
will naturally dismiss the case, but i1'action is UD~avorable to 
his olielilts, they will resort to the oourts • 

. Mayor lloGu1re advised that to give an answer by Apr!l 2.1, 
1942 allows .... ry little time to oontact all persons concerned. 
Mr. Barta con1'erred with his olients tor a short time, advising 
th.at his elient.s would be willbg to wait. until the next council 
meeting 1'or an answer, he and Mr. McOall to stipulate on April 2l.. 
1942 that the case be continued. Mr. 1I0Call agreed to this 
arrangement! 

Councilman Hitchcock contended that, inasmuch as the City 
Council had originally acted upon recommendation 01' the Planning, 
Commission in the matter of the eoast Brick Company, the normal 
prooedure would be tor the re-hearing to be held be1'ore the 
Planning Commission and the Commission's recommendation submitt.d 
to the City Counoil 1'or action. He stated that inasmuehas it 
had been ro1'.rl'ed back to the Planning Commission by Council 
action 01' March 24, 1942., he 1'elt it would be out 01' order to 
order a hearing be1'ore the City -Couneil at this time, betore 
hearing 1'rom the Planning Commission. 

Ai.~torney McCall advised tb.e Council that three measures can 
be resorted to as 1'ollows: (1) The City Council can allow the 



order that the lIIltter be reterred back to the PlalUlillg Commission 
stand, or(S) resoin4 the motion ot Jrarch24, 1942re:rerring t11e 
matter back to the Planning Commias1on l and waive the Statute ot 
Limitations and hear the --appeal, or (51 hand d01l]1 a decision 'that 
the City Council refuses to watve the statute. or Limitations. 

He stated turther that if' it is reterred back to the Planning 
Commission and the Cc.mun1ssion grants a re-hearing, evidence ean 'De 
presented and U' the Commission reders an adverse decision, there 
will be ten days in which the Il1'lpeal can. be submitted to the C1 ty 
Council. 

A lengthy discussion enSIled as t.o whether the matter should 
be rererred to the a1 ty Counc 11 at 1;his time, or whether the order 
or March 24, 1942 should be allowed to stand. Mayor McGuire _
vised that the Planning Commission c.:amu:ri reopen-cases, but can 
only present recommendations to the City Council. 

Councilman Babcock move4 that the Mayor be instrueted to call 
a special Meeting ot the p)ann1Dg Commission tor reviewing th1s 
matter and submitting fit recommendation to the City Council. Ho. 
second was heard to this motion. 

A joint meeting between the C1ty Council and the Plannimg 
Commission ror discussion as to whether or not a re-hearing should 
be granted the Coast Brick Company in the matter of' variance under 
Ordinance ~lo of' the City of Torrance was discussed. 

It was decided 1;0 notify lee Barta wi thin 'ho weeks of the 
decision reached., Mr. Barta agreeing to continue the motion i. 
court to allow time f'or the Planning Commission to meet and render 
a deoision. 

Mr. P.G. Eisen of the J.rchi tectural. Pir'm of' Walker and Eisen 
a.d4ressM "the Council at this till., d.oluing the acute Jleed in 
the 01 ty of Torrance, tor addi 'Uonal housing tacili tie. to accom
modate workers amployed in plants producing war materials and 
equipment. He advised that the metropolitan area of Los Ange~es 
is due to get ~O,OOO derenss housing units in the near future &I1Cl 
urged that the City of' Torrance endeayor to in\erest ihe ~ederal 
Works Administration in building defense housing units in or near 
~. C.ity ot Torrance, inasmuch, he saicl~ as the City of 'rorran"e, 
be~use of' its highly centralized industrial district, is in 
urgent need of housing. He added that the City of' Torrance has 
had less than its share or defense housimg construc.tion. 

An eX8ll.p:,t.tLof the problem confronting the City, ho said, :1. 
the 110W Alumintml Company of' Amerioa plant, which nIl ~mploy be
tween one and three thousand workers who will be l.ookiq for 
housing aocOllll'.llOd.a.tiol1s in th1s vic1n1t7. 

He advised :that the City o-f' Compton has recd ved 1,000- cle
rense housing units through the Federal \forks Adllinistration, 8IJld 
the City of' San Pedro 26,000 uni'ts. He inf'ormed that the units 
now being constructe~ will be substantial structures, since the 
Government plans to sell them to private oners after the war. 

" With the knowledge of' the ugent n.ed of housing accommodations 
in this locality, Mr. Xisen statod, he had contacted the Los ingeles 
City Housing Authority and submitted two locations which he deems 
suitable f'or looat1on.of,def'ense housing units, the locations be1ng 
(ll at the north gate .. ~ to. the Oity of Torrance in the Shoestring 
strip between Western and Normandie Avenue, and (2) at the south 
entrance to the C.ity on Sepulveda Bouleva~. He advised that these 
locations are being favorably considered. 

Mr. Eisen presented and read in full the d~art of a letter 
prepared by hill and addressed to the Federal Works Administration 
in which all facts pertaining to the matter were recited, and 'he 
urgency of' securing housing tacilities for workers in the industrial 
plants in Torrance manufacturing war supplies and equ1pDl8nt was 
stressed. Mr. Eisen suggested that the City Council send this 
letter to the FWA as a supporting ettort in the a.ttempt to obtain 
housing projects 1n the Vicinity. 

Councilman Babcock stattd that, with reference to the loca
tion in the Shoestring strip, he could see no reason why the City 
of Torrance should go on record as tavoring bUilding in the City of 



Los Angeles, inasmuch as the taxpayers of Torrance would derive no 
benefit from sueh a transaction. 

Mr. Eisen pointed Gut that the main interest at this time is 
to provide houses tor workers employed in vital detense industries. 

CcnUlcilman Powell remarked that it _s his understanding that 
a committee is already tunctioning with the view 01' obtaining 
housing projects in the City 01' Torrance. 

A short disoussion ensued regarding transportation tacilities 
1n the City 01' Torranoe, atter which Mr. Risea was requested to 
remain .after the meeting tor further discllssion of the matter. 

Mr. stanger, Manager, Torrane. Mtmioipal water Distriot No.1, 
called attention to the fact that there are two members only on the 
Library Board and suggested that appointments be IlIAde tor members 
whose terms have expired. 

Councilman Hitohcock moved that the City Engineer . be author
ized to advertise tor bids tor paving cabr11lo Avenue trom Carson 
street north to TOrrance Boulevard upon approval of the plans by 
the state Highway Department, and provided the War Production 
Board allows this construction to proceed. Councilman Babcock 
seconded the motion, which was oarried by the follOwing roll call 
vote: AYES: OOUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Kail, Powell and 
McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIJUN: None. 

Attorney Mccall reported that the County ot Los Angeles has 
brought a oondemnation suit and asked for a stipulation to \he 
condemning 01' a piece at property at Crenshaw Boulevard and l66th 
Street. He advised that tull details will be furnished in the 
near future, as Mr. Dunn, Valuation &ngine.r of the County ot 
Los Angeles, a represenkiive of the County <:;OWleil, Attorney 
McCall and Engineer Jain plan to meet soon for complete discussion 
of ~e utter. 

COuncilman Babcock moved all bills properly audited be pa1d. 
eounoilman Hluchoock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
follawillg roll call vote: AYES: COUlfCILMEN: Babcock, Hi tchcoelt, 
ICail, Po.ell and MeGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEri: lione. 

Mr. K1sen remarked on the detective acoustical.etfect of the 
Council Chamber, and advis~ that a aelatex curtain or panel placed 
on the wall to the rear 01' the Counoil platform will remedy the 
situation entirely. He advised that total cost will not exceed 
150.00. 

At 9:38 P.M., upon m.otion of eouncilIllAn Babcock, aeoond.ed by 
COunoilman HItohcook, the m.eeting adjourned to April 21, 1942 at 
7:45 P.M., tor the purpose 01' canvassing the vote ot · the General. 
Jltmicipal Election held April 14, 1942. 

APPROVED: 

~/~~ ll:iOi ~he e1ty 0 orrance 

DUO 


